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1. The Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, Production and Stockpiling 
of Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin Weapons and on their Destruction (BWC) is an 
important cornerstone of the international security and global biosecurity governance, and 
constitutes an important component of the international non-proliferation regime. The year 
of 2022 marks the 50* anniversary of the Convention’s opening for signature. Since its entry 
into force, the Convention has played an important role in prohibiting biological weapons, 
preventing biological threats and promoting peaceful uses of biotechnology. Under the 
profound global changes and devastating COVID-19 pandemic unseen in a century, global 
biosecurity faces new risks and challenges. While traditional biological threats persist, non- 
traditional ones become more diverse with evolving risks of misuse and abuse of emerging 
biotechnology. 


2. Biosecurity threats respect no borders and all states shall work together to address 
such threats collectively. Facing new situations and emerging challenges, States Parties 
should seize the opportunity of the Ninth Review Conference to reaffirm their firm political 
commitment to upholding and strengthening the Convention, jointly safeguard the 
effectiveness and authority of the Convention, comprehensively review the implementation 
ofall articles of the Convention taking into consideration of new developments of bio-science 
and technology, with a view to exploring effective ways to reinforce the mechanism of the 
Convention in a holistic approach, which will contribute to further promoting universal 
security and common development of all countries in the biological field. 


3. China looks forward to comprehensive, in-depth and constructive dialogues with all 
States Parties to joinily work for positive outcomes of the Ninth Review Conference in the 
following areas, inter alia: 


I. Establishing an effective verification mechanism 


4. Establishing a verification mechanism is the most effective means of ensuring 
compliance and building mutual trust. It is an international consensus to “ensuring 
compliance through verification”, which has been tested by decades of practice under the 
framework of instruments of intemational arms control and disarmament, The field of 
biological security governance should not be an exception. The inter-sessional discussions as 
well as the disputes among States Parties over compliance and other issues during this round 


|o} 
i: 


GE.22-26932(E) Please eevee OS |o} 


a 


